i8o                 COLOUR  SYMBOLISM
i.e.  as  a deva, asura,  man, animal, goblin   or
hopeless being, or as a devil
The colour of ACM, the heavenly state, is white.
White, both in Buddhist and orthodox Hindu
symbolism, signifies heavenly purity and bliss.
It is a symbol of Siva and of his snow-clad
paradise, and also of Parvati, his consort. It may
also represent water.
The colour of MA, the asura state, is blue. In
Hindu orthodoxy blue is the colour of Vishnu,
the Preserver, and of his incarnations, Krishna
and Rama.
The colour of Ni, the human state, is yellow,
like the ascetic's robe.
Images of Buddha, as well as those of Maitreya
and Manjusri, are painted a golden yellow. It is
also the symbol of earth.
The colour of PAD, the animal state, is green,
while that of ME, the state of a hopeless being or
goblin, is red. This is in direct opposition to
Brahmanical symbolism, in which red is the
colour of the sun-god, Surya, of the solar sphere,
the abode of spirits whose earthly migrations are
finished, and also of Brahma, the Creator, King
Harsha's father is said to have offered daily to
Surya a bunch of red lotus-flowers, in a vessel of
ruby red.
The colour of HUM, the state of a devil, is black.
But in the Hindu Sastras black symbolises
the formless unconditioned state which existed